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A message from your president…

Dear Members:

Outside my window the wind is howling and it is drenching us with rain. All the beautiful leaves are now blown down as we now approach winter! The snow will soon be flying as we head into the holiday season. Thanksgiving is just around the corner and I am looking forward to plans with family and friends.

October was a busy month as we held our annual Meet & Greet on October 10th. Thanks to Dorothy Ransford who planned a wonderful evening. Pat Stowell, past state president, as well as holding many other offices) was one of our speakers, along with Jane Allen, a prior Woman of Achievement. Both women were enthusiastic about the organization and were well received.

Our Woman of Achievement evening was a great success as we honored Jane Swift. Jane was eloquent and gave a wonderful speech. Over 55 members and guests attended and by all counts, had a good time. The board’s thanks to Lucy Milette and Sylvia Proud our co-chairs, and Allyn Basel and Carol Kondel for their contributions as hostesses.

We are busy working on the rest of the year’s activities, including our Holiday 
Party in December. Pauline Davis has graciously accepted the task of planning the evening and we thank her in advance.

Elizabeth Manns and I attended the Interim Board meeting for BPW/MA the first weekend of November. We had a terrific time, and learned of the many changes occurring on the national level which will affect us all. We’ll tell you all about it at the November 19th meeting.

And, speaking of that, our date needed to be changed due to scheduling issues around Thanksgiving.  I hope this isn’t a problem for anyone as I hope to see you there!

Paulette Remillard, 

President

 

[image: image1.wmf]
*******
NOTE 

MEETING DATE 

CHANGE!

*******
NOVEMBER MEETING

**Date:     Nov. 19, 2007**
Location:  Williams Inn
Program:  “Green” in the Home & Office

Speaker:    Elena Traister

Menu:

New England Clam Chowder

Choice of:                     
             1. Roast Turkey

             2. Lemon Sole with Potato &  

                 Artichoke 

             3. Vegetable Lasagna

 Dessert: Pumpkin Pie  

                Coffee, Tea

Cost:       $20.00
For Reservations call:

Lucy Milette           413-663-6080

Sandy LoPresto      413-458-5001

Please remember: Reservations are due by the Friday before the meeting.   Also, you are responsible for reservations made and not honored.  We must pay for meals ordered.

Networking – 6:00

Meeting opens –6:30

 Dinner – 6:45
Guests are welcome!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 12– Veteran’s Day

November 19 – NBBPW meeting

November 22 – Thanksgiving Day
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November Birthdays

Sharon Maxwell– 11/4
Gwen Boillat– 11/11

Inna Gertje – 11/25
IMPORTANT WEBSITES!!

www.bpw/usa.org
www.bpw/ma.org
www.northernberkshirebpw.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Last week Congress approved the second version of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  The major change in this bill compared to the first bill that the President vetoed is a family income eligibility cap at 300 percent of the federal poverty line. It also would require states to end their coverage of childless adults by December 31, 2008, rather than the end of 2009.  The other major changes include that illegal immigrants would be barred from enrolling in SCHIP, and the Social Security Administration would be required to verify the citizenship of all applicants. 

This week the House and Senate will vote on a conference agreement of the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations (Labor HHS) bill.   This is an important appropriations bill for women and their families as the funding from Labor HHS will go to the Departments of Education, Labor, and Health and Human Services, which oversee a variety of social, public health, and child welfare services.  As of now the bill includes a 3.1% increase for National Institute for Health (NIH) funding, $6.75 million for Johanna's Law and $5.5 million for the Ovarian Cancer Control Initiative.   This bill will now go back to both chambers for final approval, and then to the President.  President Bush has vowed to veto the Labor HHS bill as it is more than $9 billion over his proposed budget.  BPW/USA supports the Labor HHS bill with the current level of funding so that provisions like Johanna’s Law can be adequately funded. 

Research illuminating the career transition experiences of women veterans conducted by BPW Foundation is now available on the website at www.bpwfoundation.org. Women 
veterans experience many of the same challenges faced by other workingwomen. As we advocate for more balanced, equitable workplace practices for all workingwomen, the experiences of women veterans can help policy makers understand the impact of their decisions. 

BPW Legislative Hotline 11/06/2007

Of Interest….

Women Still Aren’t Voting

U.S. women mark their 87th year of suffrage under the 19th Amendment on Aug. 26th, but millions of women remain stubbornly disenfranchised by factors such as under representation, social instability and culture gaps.

The Clinton/ Pelosi Effect

If you believe the data imparted in recent studies, American women are doing just great, thank you very much. A recent Gallup poll found that 57% of Americans believe women in this country have equal job opportunities as men, up from 49% in 2006. One reason for this surge could be attributed to the “Clinton/Pelosi Effect”. If a woman can be Speaker of the House, or possibly the next President of the United States, then we must be doing something right. Unfortunately, this positive momentum has not trickled down to the common workplace.

BPW Headquarters News 
