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A message from your president…   
Dear Members:
Will spring be arriving soon? Some days I think so, other days I think it will never get here.  Hopefully next month we’ll see blue skies and brighter sunshine.
Liz Manns attended the Western District meeting in Westborough on February 2nd.    My thanks to Liz who was able to attend in my absence. Everyone is busy getting ready for the Western District’s Annual Meeting to be held here this year. We won’t be raffling  off any baskets this year (nor will we need to be providing one!), but we will be selling 50/50 raffle tickets to help the district cover expenses. 
Last meeting we brainstormed and the group came up with numerous suggestions for fundraisers, not only for this spring but into the future also. I applaud our members!! Everyone had something to contribute and I really appreciate your efforts. I believe that together, as a team, we can hold various events and do well.

As a reminder, both the District and the State Federation are looking for candidates to run for office. It is a great way to get more involved with BPW and can be a lot of fun as well. We will discuss this further at our next meeting.
On January 23rd, we recognized our Member of the Year, Liz Manns. I can’t think of a more deserving individual to honor. She has proved to be an invaluable asset to me, always more than willing to step up and lend a helping hand or two (If she had more hands, she’d offer those also!!). She has done so much for our local and will do a fine job as our State Vice-President if so elected. I don’t know what we would do without her. Also, the Scholarship committee did a wonderful job selecting our annual Margaret E Lanoue Scholarship recipient. It was a tough decision, but we were proud to see one of our members get the award. Congratulations to Sharon Maxwell!
See you at the meeting, think spring!!

Paulette Remillard, President

[image: image2.wmf]
Date:     Feb. 27, 2008
Location:  Williams Inn
Program: 1. Kindy Peaslee, Reg. Dietician 

                  2. Young Careerist 
 Menu:
Garden Salad
Choice of:                     
             1. Chicken Parmesan
             2. Roast Pork Loin
             3. Pasta with Marinara Sauce
 Dessert: Black Forest Torte
                Coffee, Tea
Cost:       $20.00
For Reservations call:
Lucy Milette                   413-663-6080
Fran Czarnecki              413-664-6149
Please remember: Reservations are due by the Friday before the meeting.   Also, you are responsible for reservations made and not honored.  We must pay for meals ordered.

Networking – 6:00
Meeting opens –6:30

 Dinner – 6:45
Guests are welcome!
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 February Birthday

Sandy LoPresto – 2/5
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UPCOMING EVENTS
February 13-18 – 2008 BPW Policy  

                         & Action Conference
February 18 –President’s Day

February 27 – NBBPW Meeting
March 1 – BPW/MA Board of 

                       Directors Meeting, 

                      UMASS, Worcester
*~*~*~*~*~*

Thank-you………

I wish to express my deep gratitude to the members of Northern Berkshire for selecting me as your Member of the Year for 2008. The honor is sincerely appreciated and even though I am moving up on the State level,  I want to assure each of you that Northern Berkshire BPW  will always be my home.
 I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the February meeting.

Liz Manns
*~*~*~*~*~*

*Please note the change in Sharon Maxwell’s e-mail address:

sharmax@roadrunner.com
IMPORTANT WEBSITES!!

www.bpw/usa.org
www.bpw/ma.org
www.northernberkshirebpw.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Greater Springfield Business and Professional Women

Proudly Present

WOMEN’S NIGHT

OF COMEDY
• 5:30 p.m. Cocktails/Raffle Sales

• 6:30 p.m. Dinner

• 7:30 p.m. Comedy Show

  Menu: A Classic Buffet will be  

  served.

• LOG CABIN 500 Easthampton   

   Rd, Holyoke, MA

   Cost $50.00 
• Reserved seats only for tables of  

   10

   Thursday, March 20, 2008

For more information please contact:

Cindy Ayre @ 413.789.0812 ext. 23
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from THE BAY STATE NEWS

Planning for 2008-2009

At the May 2007 State Convention, the Strategic Planning Committee presented proposed Strategic Planning goals for BPW/MA.  These goals were not adopted at the convention, but continuing the process of determining our Long Range Plan and implementing specific action items in support of these goals will be the focus for the 2008-2009 year.  President-Elect Kathleen Pavelchek will facilitate planning sessions at each of the District Meetings this Spring.  These discussions will help identify the feasibility and scope of each of these goals.  Our members’ comments and ideas about how to develop and implement projects and programs are essential to achieving our long-term objectives.
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Proposed BPW/MA Strategic Plan Goals
1. Increase membership by 20%, with 80% retention.

2. Provide member scholarships for tuition and meetings.

3. Develop more outreach programs to potential members and similar organizations.

4. Maintain updated website; develop interactive and/or “members only” features.

5. Develop mentoring programs.

6. Redesign state conference.

7. Review current District structure and possibly restructure/redefine.

Kathleen Pavelchek,

President-Elect
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