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A message from your president…
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Dear Members:
 
April showers bring May flowers but enough !!! And recently, snow and sleet added to the mix. New England weather, what can we do?
Western District’s Annual Meeting was held on March 28th at the Pittsfield Country Club. Liz and I attended and were able to get more insight into the national changes and what it means to our local. If we are to preserve BPW at all, we all need to vote for the merger. Otherwise BPW ceases to exist as a club.  This means there would no longer be a local BPW club either as the name is licensed. With that in mind we do have a lot to talk about in the near future. 
We are moving ahead with our plans for our 45th Anniversary Party. If you know of anyone who would like to 
attend please let Liz or me know so that we may send out invitations. Liz and Nancy Lescarbeau drew up several lists of names and invitations were mailed out. Hopefully, we will get a good response. Ben Downing will be on hand to present us with a citation from his office, and our guest speaker, Gillian Jones will present a program based on her work.
 As I noted at our last meeting, we have filled all but one of our officer positions. We still need someone for the office of First Vice President for the 2009-2010 year. If anyone is interested, please let us know as soon as possible. 
I hope to see everyone at the anniversary dinner.    
Paulette Remillard, 
President
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April Meeting

Date:     April 22, 2009
Location:  Williams Inn
Program:  NBBPW 45th Anniversary
Speaker:  Gillian Jones,

                  Photo-Journalist, 
            North Adams Transcript
Topic:  A Perspective: A Woman’s  

            Career in Photo-Journalism               
  Menu:   
   Caesar Salad 
  Choice of:                     
 1.  Roast NY Strip Loin        

 2.  Baked Scrod                     
 3. Vegetable Lasagna 

  Dessert:  Special Anniversary Cake
 Coffee, Tea
Cost:       $25.00
For reservation call:

Paulette Remillard:  413-663-7945
Patti Troumpe: 413-458-4750
Please remember: Reservations are due by the Friday before the meeting.  If you haven’t been called, call one of the hostesses above.  Also, you are responsible for reservations made and not honored.  We must pay for meals ordered.

Networking – 6:00
Meeting opens –6:30

 Dinner – 6:45
Guests are welcome!
IMPORTANT WEBSITES!!

www.bpwusa.org
www.mabpw.org
www.northernberkshirebpw.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
April 9 – Passover Begins
April 12 – Easter
April 21 – Holocaust Remembrance Day

April 22 – NBBPW 45Th Anniversary                                         

April 22 – Administrative Professionals Day                                         

April 22 – Earth Day
April 28 – Equal Pay Day
May 15-16 – BPW/MA Annual Convention,

                    Williams Inn, Williamstown, MA
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April Birthdays

Are there any?
. 
April 28
is 
Equal Pay Day !!!
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Membership Services & Activities
Be an Educated Voter
On Saturday, March 21, 2009, the BPW Foundation Board of Trustees voted unanimously to adopt the Plan of Merger which had been proposed by the negotiation teams representing the BPW Foundation and BPW/USA.  On Tuesday, March 24, 2009, the BPW/USA Board of Directors also voted to approve the Plan of Merger for a vote by the members of BPW/USA. Now it is your turn!  Polls will open on April 15, 2009 and voting will end at the close of business on May 5, 2009.
Merge or dissolve - that is the question before us. Adoption of the Plan of Merger provides the continuity of the BPW/USA mission, the heritage, and the legacy through the BPW Foundation.  Dissolution means that BPW would cease to exist at every level.
All members are encouraged to participate in one of the upcoming Informational webinars, on the following dates: March 30 at 8:00 pm, April 2 at 8:00 pm, April 4 at 3:00 pm and April 7 at 8:00 pm.  All times are Eastern Daylight time.  Please visit the merger page on the website for information on how to join the webinars.  
Also visit the Member Center to update your confidential voting e-mail address today!  Click "More Info" within your personal member profile. This is the e-mail address that will be used for ballot distribution in the coming weeks.  Also please help your friends without access to the Internet update their mailing address.  Paper ballots will be mailed to members without e-mail.

Governance
PNPs Support Merger
In an open letter to BPW members, 22 Past National Presidents urged support of the merger between BPW/USA and BPW Foundation.  Noting the similarity of mission and the close alignment of the two organizations the PNPs thought this was the best way to preserve and carry on the work of BPW/USA.  You can read the full text of the letter on the website. 

Hiring Women is Good Business Sense
Companies that want to be profitable need to hire the best and the brightest and to do that they must hire women.  New research  shows a high correlation between profitability and hiring women.  Roy D. Adler is a Fulbright professor and the area coordinator of marketing at Pepperdine University reported on research he and colleagues had done that demonstrated that  Fortune 500 companies with a strong record of promoting women to had better performance records than other firms in the same industries.  Read more about this study on the Young Women Misbehavin’ blog.

What’s in the Stimulus for Women?
In a commentary, Womensenews reviewed the stimulus package and the Administration’s new budget to see how it supports women and working mothers.  Funds for Head Start, the Making Work Pay tax credit, and strengthening the refundable earned-income tax credit will all help working mothers.  But the budget did not include Federal Guaranteed Sick leave which is so necessary to families.  You can read the whole article on the Womensenews website.  
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Gillian Jones was born in Queens, NY and grew up on Long Island before moving to the Berkshires with her family in 1982.  She graduated from Mount Greylock Regional High School, in Williamstown, in 1987.  Studying English Communications, with a concentration in Journalism and a minor in Philosophy, she graduated from North Adams State College, now the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), in 1991.

Gillian Jones has been a professional photographer in the Northern Berkshires since 1992. She has been teaching photography to college students at MCLA since 2001.

Gillian has been the chief photographer of the North Adams Transcript, a daily newspaper, since 1992.  She has been growing a successful wedding photography business since 1995 and does free-lance work for area businesses and publications across the nation.

In addition to her daily photographs in the North Adams Transcript, she has also had her work published in the Berkshire Eagle, The Advocate, The Bennington Banner, The Boston Phoenix, as well as nationally through the Associated Press, The Globe, and Yankee Magazine.

Gillian has traveled across the continental United States and abroad to France, Italy, Spain, Morocco and 
Gillian Jones

Mexico through her association with MCLA.  Her work has been exhibited at MCLA, at Heritage State Park Gallery, at the Adams Town Hall Gallery, at the North Adams Regional Hospital and at various restaurants as well as area businesses.  Her work is presently on display and for sale at Papyri Books, in downtown North Adams. 
Gillian is a volunteer in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program, teaches photography classes to children at Northern Berkshire Creative arts in North Adams and does private tutoring in photography. 

She also plays guitar and sings.

Gillian resides in North Adams with her two dogs, Madison and Dante.

“I am so fortunate to be able to make a living doing something I love.” Gillian said.  “I literally eat, sleep and breathe photography every day of my life.” She added.
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